
3. The three Office Memoranda v.-e:re issued to provide the ~tnnda:rds and 
procedure 1D facilitate the processing: of requests !Dr use of DepEd schools by LOUs 
in their respense to the COVID~l9 pandemic. The standards seek to ensure 
compliance wilh th~ directives and guidellnt.s <>f lhe OP,. !ATF. Department of Health 
(DOH}~ Department of the lntetior and Local Government (DILG},. the World Health 
Organization {\llHO}. applicable fa\\"S and rules. am-ong others, and assess the 
suitabilfW of the schools for the purposes for -which their use is requested, so that 
the use of OepEd schools by LGUs m11 C'.onmbut~ "'to1i'ltanis a unified:t cohesil.'e~:nd 
orderly implementation of the national policy to address OOVtD·t9'•. as enjoined 
RA 11469 • 

2. .r\.<j; stated ill OM·OSEC-2020.002 and OM-OSEC.:2020--004, DepEd is in full 
cooperation with the Office of tbe President (OP). the lmet:"·Apq"''task Force for the 
Management of Emerging Infectious Diseases ffATFJ~ and the Cabinet'on decisions 
roncerning COVID-19~ DepEd is commitl;cd to renda·fullassistance and mobilize 
the ne<:essnty resoarees tQ undertake critical. urgen~ and appropriate response and 
measures in a timely manner«> curtail and di.min.ate the COVID-19 threat, in 
accordance with P.r~elama1lon N<.~. 922 dated Man::h s. 202G. Declaring a State of 
Public Health Emergencr.J Thmughuu.t the Philippines~ and in conformity vnth Republic 
Act No. (RA} l 1469f BayanihlVl to Heal D$. One .Ac4 which took effi..>ct on Marcil 24~ 
2020. 

c, OM-OSEC~2020-004; Guidance. to Re.gfonal Directnrs /OT Action on 
R1.'qfle.sts by Locat Govemmem Unit.;;; to Use De.pEd 
Sc.-Jwols and Engage DepEd Perst:mnel in Acb.Vities 
Related t.o Cwi&-19, dated March 30.. 2020. 

a. OM-OSEC'-2020--002: Gttidance .to Regfonal Directors for AciiQn on 
Requt."Sts by Local Gowmnzoot Unit..~ 1D use DepEd 
Scltoa-is as Quamntirn? or 1..-wmtion Areas.. dated 
Mareh 26, 2020; 

b. OM--OSEC .. 2020-003: Templnre Term~ and OlnditiDns. for the Use of 
DepSd Sdwols as Quwan-iimt or fsctofi11n Areas, 
dated Mttrcll 26, 2620;alld 

I, ln view of requests from M>cal GO\.~t Units (t.GUs} for the use of 
D~partment of .E;ducatir.m. {OepEd) schools as qu.anmtine Gr {$0hition areas and for 
other pur-poses i.u relation to COVlD-19. as wcll M far participation of DepEd 
personnel in LGU activities rclat.ed to th.cir n:spnnse tD tbe COVID-19 wthrcak, t 
issued the following memoranda: 
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The: LGU must show th.at tile Rt..-gionat Director or the Provincial/ City Director 
of the DlLG. or the Cbairperso11 of the Regional 'frt$k Force CQV1D~19. has 
assessed tbnt the activity intended to be <»nduck'<I by the I.GO in the school 
m within: the pnrometc.rs of rules. regulatlons and dire.dives issued by the 
National Government. and in full cooperation towards a unified, cohesive and 
orderly implementation of the national policy to address the COVU)-1~ 
outbreak. The document showing such nssessm.ent must be au.ached to th 
request of the LGU. 

9. Moreover. with reference to OM·OSEC-2020-004, paragraph 14 (b), regarding 
the need for assessment that the activity intended to be conducted by the LGU in the 
school is compliant with rules and directives issued by the National Government for 
a unified response to the COVIOM19 outbre~ the assessment may be made by the 
Regional Director of the DlLGi the Cbairpernon of the Regional Inter-Agency Ta.sk 
Force. or as an added option, the Pn>vincial or City Director of the DILG. 
Paragraph 14(b) is thus modified to read: 

6. To give certainty and clarity to the responsibilities of DepEd and LG Us on the 
use of the schools~ templates of Terms and Condition$ (TACs) for U:se of DepEd 
Schools as Quarantine or Isolation Areas and for Other Purposes were enclosed in 
the Office Memoranda.1 which the Local Chief E.xecutives need to sign to signify 
conformity. "Ihe template TACs were provided to fadlitate and espedite agreement · 
on the reasonable minimum terms for the effective. diligent mid safe use of OepEd 
schools by LGUs. 

I 
7. In line \\ith the commitment of the DepEd to fully cooperate in effectively 
addressing the COVID .. 19 pandemic, DepEd Schools Di1.1sion Offices (SDOs) and 
Regional Offices are directed to act with urgency on requests for use of DepEd schools 
in respense to the COVfD· l 9 outbreak within a total period of twenty-four (24) to 
seventy-two {72) houn from. receipt of the requests. 

8. In the evaluation of requests, it is hereby clarified that the DOH, DepEd and 
WHO guidelines cited in paragraph 11 of OM·OSEC-2020..002 are meant to be 
reference guides~ to be applied with due consideration of local circumstances 
and constraints, as assessed by the Local Chief £.'\ecutive and Local Health Officer 
in coordination with the School Head and/or Schools Division Supt"rintendei1t (SOS). 

5. As mentioned above. the three Office Memoranda. were issued to also provide 
t11e procedure to facilitate processing of requests to use DepEd schools in response 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. To expedite processing of requests of LGUs, the 
responsibility to act on these requests was delegated to the DepEd Regional Directors · 
\vitb recommendation from the Scl1ools Division Superintendents who are more 
acquainted with realitles on the ground. 

4. At the same time. the standards provided in the three Office Memo.nlnda seek 
to ensure that the schools are kept safe and in good condition for use of our pupils 
and students as places of learning when classes resume. As stated in OM-OSEC- 
2020..004, citing RA 9155, also known as the Govenumce of Basic EdUcalion Act of 
2001 ~ the school is the heart of the formal education system and its single aim is to 
pro\ide the best possible basic education for all learners. DepEd has the 
.responsibility to take care of schools as public properties built and designed to 
ftmction 4'S education institutions. 



Page3of3 

13. For immediate dissemination and implementation. 

12. Clarification is further made that OM-OSEC-2020-002 and OM-OSEC- 
2020-004 provide in paragraph 9(e) and paragraph 15(c), respecli\'ely, that one of 
the requirements for use of the school, as approved by the Regional Director. is only 
the "'(s)igning of the minimum Terms and Conditions (TACJ ••• as provided by the 
Regional Director," The TAC and the "Additional Ttnn$ on the Use of the School by 
the LGtr shall, as far as practicable be notarized, which may be done when 
conditions normalize. Meanwhile, the TAC shall be accepted by PepEd without 
notarization. 

The LGU shall sign the TAC provided by the Regional Pirc<:tor. Should there 
be other terms to be agreed upon between the Schools Oivi$ion Offi<.-e ($DO) 
and the LOU. the SDO shall draft the "'Additional Term$ on the U$c of the 
School by the 1.GU" to be signed by the .SDS and the LGU, detailing the roles 
and responsibilities of the parties, among otlters. The said document shall be 
attached w tile TAC provided by the Regional Director as an Annex and shall 
form. an integral part or the TAC. In case of confiii;:t between the TAC and the 
"'Additio1}ai Terms on the Use of the School by the LGU", the TAC shall prevail. 
Attached hereto is a template TAC. setting forth the minimum terms and 
conditions for the use of the school, 

10. Clarification is also hereby made that only the TAC and its accompanying 
School Inventory or propeitics arc required. to he signed by the LGUs, if' thek 
request for use ofDepEd schools is approved by the. Regional Director, as stated 
in OM-OSEC-2020~002 and OM-OSEC-2020-004. The SDO need not execute a 
Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) with the LOU if the terms and conditions in the 
TAC suffice. Nonetheless, the two Office Memoranda provide that the SDO and LGU 
may enter into a MOA; in the event that the parties need to add other terms and 
<!Onditions to the template TAC. For dmity_ the document to be executed by the SDO 
and LGU $hall be called "Additional Terms on the Use of the School by the LGU". 

11. Accordingly, the foUowing provision appearing in paragraph 10 of OM-OSEC- 
2020-002 and paragraph 16 of OM...OSEC-2020-004 is hereby modified to read: 


