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DepEd MEMORANDUM

No. 053 s. 2020

JOINT IMPLEMENTING GUIDELINES ON THE 2020 BRIGADA ESKWELA
AND OPLAN BALIK ESKWELA RELATIVE TO THE COVID-19 SITUATION
(Amending Thereby DepEd Memorandum No. 032, s. 2020 titled 2020 Brigada Eskwela
Program Implementing Guidelines, and DepEd Memorandum No. 014, s. 2020 titled
2020 Oplan Balik Eskwela)

To: Undersecretaries
Assistant Secretaries
Minister, Basic, Higher, and Technical Education, BARMM
Bureau and Service Directors
Regional Directors
Schools Division Superintendents
Public and Private Elementary and Secondary School Heads
All Others Concerned

1. Relative to the Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) outbreak, the Office of the
President has issued Presidential Proclamation No. 922, s. 2020 declaring a state of
public health emergency throughout the Philippines. In response to the public health
emergency, and guided by the issuances on the management of COVID-19 by the Office
of the President, the Inter-Agency Task Force for the Management of Emerging Infectious
Diseases in the Philippines (IATF-EID), and the Department of Health (DOH), the
Department of Education (DepEd) developed a Basic Education Learning Continuity Plan
(BE-LCP) for the guidance of all DepEd units. Titled Learning Opportunities Shall be
Available: The Basic Education Learning Continuity Plan in the Time of COVID-19,
the BE-LCP lays down the direction for basic education in the coming school year, and
shall be operationalized on a rolling basis through implementing issuances, programs,
and activities at all governance levels of DepEd.

2. As articulated in the BE-LCP, Brigada Eskwela (BE) and Oplan Balik Eskwela
(OBE), the annual activities of DepEd to prepare for the school opening shall be
reconfigured to fully assist the preparation of stakeholders for the coming school
year. Brigada Eskwela and Oplan Balik Eskwela will be undertaken from June 1,
2020 to August 29, 2020.

3. Pursuant to this and in consideration of the relevant regulations for the
management of COVID-19, DepEd issues this Joint Implementing Guidelines on
the 2020 Brigada Eskwela and Oplan Balik Eskwela Relative to the COVID-19
Situation (copy enclosed) which amends relevant provisions of DepEd Memorandum
(DM) No. 032, s. 2020 titled 2020 Brigada Eskwela Program Implementing
Guidelines, and DM No. 014, s. 2020 titled 2020 Oplan Balik Eskwela.

4. The approved theme for the 2020 Brigada Eskwela as provided under DM No.
032, s. 2020, Pagpapanatili ng Bayanihan Tungo sa Kalidad na Edukasyon para sa
Kabataan, shall now be the theme for the joint implementation of the 2020 Brigada
Eskwela and Oplan Balik Eskwela. The slogan for this year’s conduct of BE and OBE
shall be, Bayanihan sa Paaralan. With the aim of promoting sustainable and safe
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living, the slogan highlights the application of knowledge and convergence of efforts
to address the required health standards and social issues at home, in school, and
in the community in the context of COVID-19.

. The required health standards involves following social distancing measures
and practicing proper hygiene consistent with the IATF health protocols, DOH health
standards, local and national quarantine rules, and all other relevant protocols as
detailed in DepEd and DepEd Task Force COVID-19 issuances. To date, the latest
applicable national guidelines are contained in DOH Administrative Order No. 2020-
0015 dated April 27, 2020, providing for the Risk-Based Public Health Standards for
COVID-19 Mitigation, and the Amended Omnibus Guidelines on the Implementation
of Community Quarantine in the Philippines, as approved by the IATF at its 39th
Meeting held on May 22, 2020. Copies of the Guidelines are attached as Annex A and
B, respectively.

6. The implementation of BE and OBE includes the engagement of stakeholders
and addressing problems, queries, and other concerns in preparation for the start of
classes. The specific amendments and implementation adjustments and plan of
action of Brigada Eskwela and Oplan Balik Eskwela are provided in Enclosure No.
1 in Items A and B, respectively.

7. The traditional concept of Brigada Eskwela, which involves physical cleaning,
painting, repainting, and doing minor repairs will no longer happen in May. Unless
otherwise provided by another DepEd issuance, it may still be done during the two
weeks before the opening of classes in public schools on August 24, 2020, depending
on the prevailing local risk classification and community quarantine guidelines. If
allowed, schools shall strictly comply with protocols on social distancing and
implement precautionary measures consistent with the IATF health protocols, DOH
protection protocols, local quarantine rules and all other relevant protocols provided
in DepEd and DepEd Task Force COVID-19 issuances.

8. The new concept of Brigada Eskwela shall focus on preparations and
strengthening partnership engagement to ensure that learning continues even in the
time of COVID-19. The activities shall highlight partnership initiatives that
complement the Department’s efforts to ensure that quality basic education will
continue despite the challenges posed by COVID-19, and to implement the BE-LCP.
Details of the mandated partnership activities and stakeholders engagement are
provided in Enclosure No. 2.

9. Under Oplan Balik Eskwela, DepEd shall set up the Public Assistance
Command Center (PACC) at the Central Office, with its counterparts at the regional
and schools division offices through its Public Affairs Unit (PAU). Oplan Balik
Eskwela shall continue to address frequently asked questions by parents and
learners in relation to enrollment, attendance, and other relevant DepEd policies,
rules, and regulations on class opening.

10.  In partnership with Brigada Eskwela, Oplan Balik Eskwela shall focus on an
information campaign on the implementation of the LCP. The National Brigada
Eskwela and Oplan Balik Eskwela Media/Online Kick-Off Program, which shall be
hosted by DepEd Region VI, shall be held on June 1, 2020. The details of the Kick-
Off Program shall be the subject of a separate DepEd issuance.

11.  All other provisions stated in DM No. 032, s. 2020 and DM No. 014, s. 2020
shall remain in full force and effect, unless otherwise amended or rescinded.



12. For more information, please contact the following:

Brigada Eskwela
External Partnerships Service
Ground Floor, Mabini Bldg.,
Department of Education Central Office
DepEd Complex, Meralco Avenue, Pasig City
Telephone Nos.: (02) 8638-8637, (02) 8638-8639
Email Address: externalpartnerships@deped.gov.ph

Oplan Balik Eskwela
Office of the Secretary-Public Affairs Service
Department of Education Central Office
DepEd Complex, Meralco Avenue, Pasig City
Telephone Nos.: (02) 8636-1663, (02) 8633-1942
Email Address: depedactioncenter@deped.gov.ph

13. Immediate dissemination of this Memorandum is desired.
Soron e
L OR D%) BRIONES
Secretary
Encls.: 'g 2
As stated R
Sobelits . ) EPED-OSEC433221

References:

DepEd Order No. 07, s. 2020
DepEd Memorandum: (Nos. 032 and 014, s. 2020)
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