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MEMORANDUM
No:  DRRMS-12-15-2020-0001

FOR REGIONAL DIRECTORS € 7'Qc\yr-

SCHOOLS DIVISION SUPERINTENDENTS
REGIONAL DRRM COORDINATORS
SCHOOLS DIVISION DRRM COORDINATORS

FROM             ff##R.4o
Director lv
Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Service

SUBJECT      :

DATE

REQUESTS FOR COMMENTS ON THE DRAFT SCHOOL-B/
DISASTER PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE MEASURES

er



F3epublic Of the Philippines

artment of Education

DepEd  OFRDEFR
No.              s. 2020

SCHOOL-BASED DISASTER PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE MEASURES
FOR TYPHOONS, FLOODING, AND OTHER WEATHER-RELATED

DISURBANCES AND CALAMITIES

To:      Undersecretaries
Assistant Secretaries
Minister, Basic, Higher, and Technical Education, BARMM
Bureau and Service Directors
Regional Directors
Schools Division Superintendents
Public and Private Elementary and Secondary School Heads
All Others Concerned

1,         The  Department  of  Education|DepEd)  issues  the  enclosed  school-base
Disaster Preparedness and Response Measures for Typhoons, Flooding, othe
Weather-Related   Disturbances   and   Calamities   to   guide   DepEd   Schools   il
preparing for and responding to the impacts of the aforementioned hazards.

2.          Further substantiiating and  updating  Department order No.  83,  s. 2011  or the
Disaster Preparedness Measures for Schools End Departmehi Order NIo. 21. s. 2015
or  the   Disaster  F€isk   F3eduction   anc]   Management   Coordinatiori   anc!   Information
Profoco/  these   Guidelines   define  what  must  be   done   by  schools   in   order  to
safeguard  learners,  personnel,  and  edLlcatienal  investments  in  times  of calamities
and  emergencies;  and  the  measures  to  be  taken  by  the  Schools  Division  Office,
Regional Office, and Central Office to enable and support schoolhoased measures.

3.         For  more  information,   please  contact  the  Disaster  Risk  Reduction  and
Management Service,  2nd  Floor,  Mabini  Building,  Department of Education  Central
Office,     DepEd     Complex,     Meralco    Avenue,     Pasig     City    through     email     at
drrmo@.deDed.clov.Dh or telefax no. (02) 6374933.

4.          Immediate dissemination of and sthct compliance with this order is desired.

LEONOR MAGTOLIS BRIONES
Secretary

Draft as of 08 December 2020 IV1]



Enclosure No. 1 to DepEd Order No. _, s. 2020

SCHOOL-BASED DISASTER PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE fv[EASURES
FOR TYPHOONS, FLOODING, AND OTHER WEATHER-RELATED

DISURBANOES AND CALAMITIES

I.          Rationale

1.       The    Philippines    remains    highly    vulnerable    to    natural    disaster
particularly hydrometeorological hazards such as tropical cyclones, flooding, an
storm surges.

2.       With   bodies  such  as  the  Philippine  Atmospheric:   Geophysical,   an
Astronomical Services Admjnjstratjon  (PAGASA) and ;the National Disaster Ris
Reduction   and   Management   Council   (NDRF2MC)   and \i`ts   local   counterpart
providing forecasts and warnings to the public for these fype§ of hazards, ampl
preparedness measures which enable prompt `and appropriate `response can b
undertaken. These are critical to safeguard learners, personnel, ar]d education
investments and to support learning and` public service continuity in `the midst o
a disaster or emergency.

3.       It is therefore  incumbent. upon schoo`[s, with the support of the variou
offices   of  the   Department  of \Education   (DepEd),   to   create,   enhance,   an
maintain   mechanisms  for  anticipating,   pr`eparing  for,   and   responding  to  th
impacts of such hazards. The framew`ork is contained in these guidelines for th
School-Based    Disaster  `Preparedness    and  \ Response    Measures    fo
Typhoons,    Flooding,    and\  Other   weather-Related    Disturbances    and
Calamities.                                                          \

\
11.            Scope                       ```        `                                 `,

4.       The following `guidelines shall  be observed  by all  concerned  central,
regional, division, and §ch\'ool officials and personnel for public schools, as
wert as Community Learning Centers.
\\

\

5.       \Private schools are encouraged to  refer to these guidelines in  setting-
up their own disaster `preparedness and response measures.

-,

Ill.        Policystat9ment

6.       By safeguarding learners,  personnel,  and educational investments and
resources in times of disasters  and  emergencies,  the  Department protects  and
promotes  the  right  to  basic  education  at  a][  times.  This  is  achieved  through
enabling the timely, coordinated, efficient, and effective delivery of Disaster Risk
Reduction  and   Management  (DRRM)  measures  and  interventions  across  all
levels of the Department.

7.  Recognizing  the value  of School-based  Management in  DRRM,  the  primary
responsibility  of  undertaking  disaster  preparedness  measures  rests  upon  the



schools.   Parallel   processes   and   structures  shall  therefore   be   strengthe

:Pai`o::tse!8::jtne6fl::amfftthoespe°£`e°:spetr=agBnE#°c°:opr:i::Tonr:`lw°hni:e({}ete3:#:noi'
Head   may  again   exercise   prerogative   and  flexibility,   school   p`ersonnel  who
satisfy the given criteria shall be p+ioritized`:

a.   Has  completed  trainings  on  DRRM2 \Climate  Change  Adaptation  and
Mitigation,     Education-inLEmergencies,    and/or    Basic    Life    Support
preferably sponsored  by D`epEd,  government agencies,  and/or DepEd
partner organizations;      `

b.   Has satisfactorily served as a SDRRM Coordinator;

c.   School   is   readily  accessible   from   place   of  residence   in   times   Of
disasters`or emergencies;

d.   Is physically fit;

'  e,.   Able  to  form  and  sustain  linkages  with  communjfy  stakeholders  and
local authorities; and

i.    Able to  discharge duties  as SDRRM  Coordinator for at least three (3)
consecutive  school  years,  in  consideration  of  service  continuity  and
maxjriiizing the benefits from trainings provided.

10.             Recognizing  that collaborative  efforts  are  critical  in  times  of disasters
and  emergencies,  all  are  reminded  that  Department  Order  No.  21,  s.  2015
directs the constitution of a School DRRM Team to  lead the implementation of
preparedness and  response measures.  In  cognizance of the differing  contexts,
needs,  and capacities,  School Heads shall exercise prerogative and flexibility in
constituting their respective SDRRM Teams.  However,  schools are encouraged
to engage learners, their families,  and  community stakeholders in their SDRRM
Team to the extent deemed safe, feasible, and necessary.

11.            In  view  of emergency  response  services  rendered  by  School  DRRM
Teams   in   times   of  calamities   and   emergencies,   concerned   personnel   are



reminded of the compensatory benefits they may avail of.  DepEd Order No. 5
s` ZOOS  (Updated Guidelines on Grant of Vacation Service Credits to Teacher`
grants   teaching   personnel   credits  for  services   rendered   during   periods
calamity and rehabilitation when schools are used as evacuation centers; DepE
Order NIo. &0.  s. 2016 {Guidelines  on  the  Rendition  and  Payment  of Overiim
Services for DepEd Nan-Teaching Personnen allciws for the rend.hiic>n Of ovehirm
services   for   relief,   rehabilitation,   reconstruction,   and   other   related   work
services  during  calamities  and  disasters  by  non-teaching  personnel;  and  oth
relevant policies,  subject to the guidelines set by the  Civil  Service  Commissio
and the Department of Budget and Management.

V.\        School-based Disaster preparedness Measures  ,t
////

12.            Schools  Heads,  with  the  support  of  their ,SbRRM  Coordinators  an
Teams,    shall    undertake    the    following    minimum    measures    for    disaste
preparedness.  Such  measures  must recognize,and  be  responsive to the  loca
setting and context, and the needs of learners.wifh disabilities.          \

`\

13t             The  fol[owjng  minimum  assessinent,  planning,  and  capaci.t`y  buildin
measures shall be undertaken to prepare`fgr and build capacities for disaste
response:                                                               ` '   ,

/
a.   Conduct  a  Student-Led  Watching  and `Ha2ard  Mapping  either  durin

the  Br/'gada  Eskwe/a  ortthe  first  inonth  of `the  school  year guided  b
Department  Order No.  23,  s.  2Q15,  and  address  identified  hazards in
coordination  with  concerned  DepEd  offices,  the  LGU,  and  community
stakeholders.;    -`

b.   Coordi'nate with the lo~cal' DRRM council to harmonize and align  DRRM
measures;         ,''                      ~     z

c.   Ensure   the   av:ilability   Of  updated   baseline   education   data   of  the
/   school;                        \

d`.   Create and/or update the school DRRM  plans (e.g. Contingency plan,
and Student-Family Reunification Plan);

e.   Integfate  DRRM   in  regular  school  programs  and  activities  and  the
School\ [mbrovement Plan (SIP);

f.    Pre-identify  possible  locations for Temporary  Learning  Spaces  (TLS),
and alternative delivery modes of education;

9.   Pre-identify and designate locations and/or structures which can safely
house  educational  resources  (e.g.  learning  and  teaching  resources,
computers  and   ICT  equipment)  and   essential  records   in   cases  of
flooding and similar events, such as upper levels of multi-storey school
buildings.   In   cases  when   schools   have   no   multi-storey  structures,
coordinate with the LGU to utilize available government structures;



h.   Establish and operate an Eariy Warning System (e.g. bulletin board fo
weather advisories,  bell/siren  emergency signal,  mobile  or web-base
warning system);

i.    Maintain,   disseminate,   and   post   relevant  and   updated   emergenc
hotlines,   and   disaster   measures   and   plans   in   strategic   location
throughout the school;

the  as  establishment  of  evacuation  centers  which  are  safe,   inclusive,   childJ
friendly,   and   provide  for  gender-Sensitive   and   responsive   amenities   is  the

:ess::n:Jb:I:t#a::oLn°::!n:e°rv:#ym::t,au.:i::i:Sourts,)'o:`S:ry°E°n`cma:ts°##e?:tuhseer:
is  no  other  availabl,e'place  or stru'ctur,e which  can  be  used  for the  said
purpose. In cases where schools shall be used, the following shall be observed
pursuantto law:                                \              \    \

a.   LGUs shair coordinatJ.W`i`th the>`School  Heads  and  respective  Schools
Division  Super'intendent§  before  schools  may  be  used  as  temporary
evacuation centers, and shall execute a Memorandum of Agreement.

``      b.   Should the school  be used,  the  LGU  shall  coordinate with the School
`Head   arid  ensure  `{hat  gymnasiums,   learning   and   activity   centers,
auditoriums  and  other open  spaces  shall  be  utilized  first;  classrooms
shall only be used as a last resort.

c.   School    p6rsonnel    shall    focus    on    providing    education    services,
particularly  education  cohtinuity  for  children  in  affected  communities;
they shall not be assigned as camp managers.

d.   The use of school  premises shall  be as brief as  possible.  It shall  only
be  up  to three  (3)  days  for short-term  displacement,  fifteen  days for
medium   and   long-term   displacement,   or   until   such   time   that   the
respective LGUs are able to establish alternative transitional sites.

e.   If the  use  is  predicted  to  exceed  fifteen  days,  the  affected  LGU  shall
provide written documentation to the DepEd and the Department of the
Interior and Local Government (DILG) on the following:



i.    The name and location of the school;
ii.   All  alternative  evacuation  centers,  transitional  relocation  sites,

and/or permanent relocation sites for final site selection;
iii.  Measures    being    implemented    to    prevent    interference    o

disruption  to  the  school  and  educational  activities  of  children;
and

iv.  Timeline  for  the  relocation  of  and  plan  of  action  for  internally
displaced persons to sites outside of schools.

f.    The  Regional  or  Division  Office  Of  DepEd,   assisted  by  DPWH,  the
Local   Engineering   Office,   and  the   Bureau   of  Fire   Protections  shall
conduct regular site inspection of public schools,,to ensure the stability
of the structure for the safety of the  children  and. their environment. A
report on the inspection shall be submitted to' the Secretary of DepEd,

tch°ep¥af:r::Sehde8cthhoeoL::ja*gcuh:::::eacnut:VveaJcfu°aijtohne`cpeuhrt%:.Se°frepairof

a.   The  LGU  is  responsible  for  facilitating  general  cleaning,  fumigation,
payment of utilities,  and  repair of schools us-ed as evacuati\on  centers.
Damages  incurred  by  schools  u\sed  as  evacuation  centers  shall  be
immediately reported  by itheir respective School Heads to the LGU for
appropriate  action.  Repairs  and/or  rep\lacement  of  damaged  facilities
and materl.als of damages to schools use{d as evacuation centers shall
be  immediately  undertaken  to  e`nsure  the  `safety  and  wel]Ibeing  of

#toenr,#gddj;Pt`f::sdchp::i`°Hn:Sadsaunc£Sr`:£::rFsgi#:£'%Cuep::::e:i:'iti:
coordination with`the LGU. LGUs shall also provide clean-up kits.

\

15.             In  cases  where  a,u'thorities  (e.g. \PAGASA,  NDRRMc  and/or  its  local
counterparts,   LGU)   issue   emergeney` warnings  to  the   public   (e.g.   Tropical
Cyclone Wind  Signals;  Rainfall Advisories),  activate the  relevant School  DF`RM
Plans  ,and_ undertake   the   following   minimum   preparedness   for   response

\\
measures:
\\\

a.   Prepare  SDRRM  Te;in  for  response]   and   begin   coordination  with
\     authorities (e.g!. Schools Division office, LGU, Local NDRRMC);

b.   Acti`vate  warning  systems  to  disseminate  advisories  to  learners  and
personnel;

c.   Abide   by  existing   guidelines   on   the   cancellation   or  suspension   of
classes and work;

d.   Take necessary steps to secure weak parts of school buildings against
heavy rain  and  strong winds.  Single-level schools built at ground  level
may  be  anchored   by  guy  wires  to  strengthen  the  stability  of  the
structure;

e.   clean and clear all drainage systems to prevent clogging;



IIIEiiiiiiiiiiiiiliiiiiiiiiillilllllllilili
\

a.   If safe,  undertake  a  rapid  assessment  of the  impacts  and  damages
from  the  hazard.  Submit the  Rapid  Assessment  of Damages  Report
(RADaR),  gu'ide,d  by  DebEd  Order  No.  21,  s.  2015.  This  includes  the
assessment of damages `to school facilities, educational resources, and
impacts to learners and personnel;

b.   Continue to disseminate advisories and/or warnings from authorities;
c.   Continue the submission of reports and updates to the Division DRRM

Coordinator; and
d.   Begin  planning  of  response  and  learning  continuity  inferventions,  in

coordination  with  the  Schools   Division   Office  and  other  community
stakeholders and partners.

20.           After 72 hours and onwards from the onset of the hazard, implement
response    and    learning    continuity   interventions,    including   the    conduct   of
Psychological    First    Aid    for    affected    learners    and    personnel.    Continue
coordination  and the  submission  of reports  and  updates to the  Division  DRRM
Coordinator.

21.\           The  necessary  adjustments  shall  be  made  in  times  of  public  health
emergencies to align with existing public health protocols.



VII.      Support  Mechanisms  for  Schoo[IBased  Disaster  Preparedness  an
Response Measures

22.             The  Central,  Regional,  and  Schools  Division  Office  shall  provide  th
needed support to enable the timely, coordinated, efficient, and effective delive
Of school-based disaster preparedness and response measures.

23.            The primary responsibility for which rests upon the respective Heads
Office  at  each  level  of  governance:  the  Secretary  at  the  Central  Office,  th
Regional     Director    at    the     Regional     Office,     and    the    Schools     Divisio
Superintendent at the Schools Division Office.

24.             Heads  of Offices  shall  be  supported  by  the<Disaster  Risk  Reductio
and  Management Service  (DRRMS) at the  Central  Office;  the  Regional  DF`RI
Coordinator at the  Regional  Office,  and  the  Division  DRRM  Coordinator at th/
Schools Division Office.

b.   Regional DRRM Tearps shall consider 1:he structures and  mechanisms
of their Division DRRM Taams;_and```

c.   Divisiori` DRRM  Teams shall  consider the  structures  and  mechanisms
6f their School DRRM Teams.

26.             DRRM   Operations   of  the   Central,   Regional,   and   Schools   Division
Offices shall remain guided by Department Order No. 21, s. 2015; and Enc/osure
IVo. 2 to this Department Order.

27,            ln view of 6mergency res\ponse services rendered by DRRM Teams in
times of calamities and emergencies,  concerned personnel are reminded of the
compensatory benefits they may avail of. DepEd Order No, 53, s. 2003 /updated
Guidelines  on  Grant  Of Vacation  Service  Credits to  Teachers)  grarnds teachiing
personnel    credits   for   services    rendered    during    periods   of   calamity   and
rehabilitation  when  schools  are  used  as  evacuation  centers;  DepEd  Order No.
30, s. 2016 (Guidelines on the Rendition and  Payment of Overtime Servl.ces for
DapEd IVon-Teach/.r]g Persomeo allows for the rendition of overtime services for
relief,  rehabilitation,  reconstruction,  and  other  related  work  or  services  during
calamities and disasters by non-teaching personnel; and other relevant policies,
subject   to   the   guidelines   set   by   the   Civil   Service   Commission   and   the
Department of Budget and Management.



VIIl.     Monitoring and Evaluation

28.            The  Disaster Risk  Reduction  and  Management service shall  continue
leading  the  implementation  of monitoring,  evaluation,  and  reporting  of disaster
preparedness  and  response  measures  at  the  national  level.  Relative  to  this
Order,  it shall establish  appropriate systems  and  mechanisms engaging  DRRM
Coordinators across all governance levels.

IX.       References

29.    F`A 10821 (Children's Emergency Relief and Protectio,n Act)

30`    DepEd  Order No`  53,  s. 2003  (Updated  Guiqel>ines`9n  Grant of Vacation
Service credits to Teachers)                         /r\ ``                  \

/
31.    Department  Order  No.  83,  s,  2011,(D;.sasfer Praparech;ss`Measures for

Schools)                                                                                 `
\\

32.    Departmerit   Order   No.   21,   s.   2015  `{Disaster   Risk   Reduction   and
Management Coordination ,and Information Protocol)

i=J
'

33.    P.epartap.e.nt  Prdpr  No.  23,  p: \2015:`(Stu`dent-Led`  School  Watohing  and
Hazard Mapping)                        `  \ \

34.   -6-=riE€ 6;drdrT-wig,.r;30, s` 2016i \(quid:lines on the Rendition and Payment of
Overtime Services for DepEd Nor-Teaching Personnel)

\`\

35,    Department  Order   No!  44,   s.   2018   (Formaf7.on   of  the   Daparfmenf  of
Education  Disa.ster Ris.k Re`diu`ction ,and  Management Team  in the  Central
Office)

X.        EffectivityITransitoty provision

36'`:`,     \\`     Departmeht  Order  No.  83,  s.  2011   in  its  entirety,  and  provisions  Of
Department  Order  No.  21,  s.  2015  which  are  inconsistent  with  this  Order are
hereby repealed.

37.             This``Qrder  shall  take  effect  immediately  after  its  publication  in  the
Official Gazette or in two newspapers of general circulation as well as filing with
the Office of the National Administrative Register (ONAR) at the University of the
Philippines (UP) Law Center, UP Diliman, Quezon City.
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