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Republic of the Philippines
Pepartment of Education

REGION VIII - EASTERN VISAYAS

REGIONAL MEMORANDUM

No. 6 74.1l_;_>|ﬁ. s.2026

UPDATES ON THE DOWNLOADING OF FUNDS FOR THE PRINTING AND
ADMINISTRATION OF DIAGNOSTIC ASSESSMENTS

To:  Schools Division Superintendents
Division English Supervisors
Division Filipino Supervisors
Division Mathematics Supervisors
All Others Concerned

June 2, 2026

1. Pursuant to Memorandum DM-LS-2026-155, titled “Guidelines on the
Utilization of Funds for the Printing and Administration of Diagnostic Assessments,”

this Office, through the Curriculum and Learning Management Division (CLMD) and
the Finance Division, has downloaded funds to the thirteen (13) Schools Division
Offices (SDOs) in Region VIII to defray expenses related to the printing and

administration of the diagnostic assessments.

2. These diagnostic assessments are administered at the Beginning of the
School Year (BOSY) and the End of the School Year (EOSY), and include the following:
a. Comprehensive Rapid Literacy Assessment (CRLA) for Key Stage 1;

b. Philippine Informal Reading Inventory (Phil-IRI) for Key Stages 2 and 3;

and

c. Rapid Mathematics Assessment (RMA) for Key Stages 1 to 3.

3. A total amount of Thirty-Five Million Seven-Hundred Forty-Three
Thousand Pesos (P35,743,000.00) has been downloaded to the thirteen (13) SDOs

based on the following allocations:

Divisions Amount for Amount for Amount for Total Amount
CRLA Phil-IRI RMA Downloaded

Baybay
City 133,403.00 232,272.00 436,998.00 802,673.00
Biliran 278,451.00 423,059.00 851,137.00 1,552,647.00
Borongan
City 113,130.00 178,200.00 371,602.00 662,932.00
Calbayog
City 291,720.00 411,177.00 860,047.00 1,562,944.00
Catbalogan
City 156,186.00 232,810.00 472,979.00 861,975.00
Eastern

Samar 580,091.00 859,359.00 1,751,436.00 3,190,886.00
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DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION REGION Vill - EASTERN VISAYAS

Divisions Amount for | Amount for Amount for | Total Amount
CRLA Phil-IRI RMA Downloaded
Leyte 1,903,603.00 | 3,098,659.00 | 5,983,538.00 | 10,985,800.00
Maasin
City 100,560.00 158,400.00 332,486.00 591,446.00
Northern
Samar 980,224.00 | 1,489,154.00 | 2,996,109.00 | 5,465,487.00
Ormoc City | 303,010.00 511,509.00 976,719.00 1,791,238.00
Samar 768,043.00 | 1,166,886.00 | 2,347,642.00 | 4,282,571.00
Southern
Leyte 386,558.00 636,461.00 1,230,139.00 | 2,253,158.00
Tacloban
City 290,021.00 502,054.00 947,168.00 1,739,243.00
Total 6,285,000.00 | 9,900,000.00 | 19,558,000.00 | 35,743,000.00
4. The allotments covered by the corresponding Sub-Allotment Release Order
(SARO) shall remain valid for obligation until December 31, 2027.
5, Proper utilization of the downloaded funds shall be ensured in accordance

with the attached guidelines and existing government accounting and auditing rules

and regulations.

6. Immediate dissemination of and strict compliance with this Memorandum

are desired.

SALUSTIANO T. JIMENEZ JD, EdD, CESO III
Regional Director

To be indicated in the Perpetual Index under the following subjects:
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Republic of the Philippines

Bepartment of Education
— OFFICE OF THE UNDERSECRETARY FOR LEARNING SYSTEMS
MEMORANDUM
DM-LS-2026. g5
TO ALL REGIONAL DIRECTORS
ALL OTHERS CONCERNED
FROM :  CARMELA C. ORACION
Assistant Secretary
Officer-in-Charge .
Office of the Undersecretary for Learning Systems &
SUBJECT :  GUIDELINES ON THE UTILIZATION OF FUNDS FOR THE
PRINTING AND ADMINISTRATION OF DIAGNOSTIC
ASSESSMENTS
DATE : March 30, 2026
1. RATIONALE

Republic Act No. 12028, also known as the Academic Recovery and Accessible Learning
(ARAL) Act, prioritizes the academic recovery of learners who are struggling in reading
and mathematics, addressing a critical gap in foundational literacy and numeracy skills.
Evidence from diagnostic and classroom assessments indicates that without timely
interventions, these learners risk falling further behind, which can negatively affect their
overall learning progression.

To ensure that instruction and interventions are data-driven and targeted, the
Department of Education (DepEd) has diagnostic assessment tools—the Comprehensive
Rapid Literacy Assessment (CRLA), Philippine Informal Reading Inventory (Phil-IRI), and
Rapid Mathematics Assessment (RMA). These tools allow teachers to identify specific
learning gaps, group learners according to their needs, and provide focused
interventions.

Allocating program support funds for the printing, administration, and orientation of
these assessments enables a systematic, consistent, and equitable implementation
nationwide. This ensures that resources directly contribute to improving learning
outcomes, accelerating recovery, and strengthening the overall effectiveness of the ARAL

Program.
I1. SCOPE

These guidelines cover the utilization of program support funds for the printing and
administration of diagnostic assessments. Specifically, they include the production,
reproduction, and distribution of assessment materials for the Comprehensive Rapid
Literacy Assessment (CRLA), the Philippine Informal Reading Inventory (Phil-IR]) for Key
Stages 2 and 3, and the Rapid Mathematics Assessment (RMA) Toolkit for Key Stages 1
to 3. The guidelines also include the orientation of teachers and tutors to ensure
consistent and accurate administration of the assessment tools.
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Republic of the Philippines
Pepartment of Education

OFFICE OF THE UNDERSECRETARY FOR LEARNING SYSTEMS

IIl. DEFINITION OF TERMS

1. Assessment Materials — Refers to all components necessary for administering
diagnostic assessments, including manuals, teacher and learner booklets, test
materials, score sheets, and others.

2. Orientation Activities — Structured sessions designed to equip teachers/tutors with
knowledge and skills for the effective administration of assessment tools and use of
supplementary materials.

3.

Related Expenses — Expenditures that directly contribute to achieving the objectives
of the administration of diagnostic assessments and the ARAL Program.

IV. GENERAL GUIDELINES

These guidelines provide a framework for the efficient and accountable utilization of
program support funds for the printing and administration of diagnostic assessments.
They are designed to ensure that resources are used systematically to support nationwide
implementation, guide teachers in the accurate administration of assessment tools, and
facilitate the provision of intervention and supplementary materials to learners who need
them most. By following these procedures, Regional Offices (ROs), School Division Offices
(SDOs), and schools can maintain transparency, maximize the impact of the allocated
funds, and ensure that all activities are aligned with the objectives of the ARAL Program.

1. FUNDING

The DepEd shall allocate funds amounting to Seven Hundred Twenty-One Million
Seven Hundred Eighty-Three Thousand Pesos (Php 721,783,000.00) to the
regions for the Fiscal Year (FY) 2026. These funds will be used for the printing of
diagnostic assessment materials and orientation activities.

All eligible expenses shall be charged to the Basic Education Curriculum (BEC)
Funds under the General Appropriations Act (GAA) of 2026 (Republic Act No.
12314) and funds directly released to the regions pursuant to the National Budget
Circular No. 599, entitled “Guidelines on the Release of Funds for Fiscal Year (FY)
2026", subject to existing budgeting, accounting, auditing, and procurement laws,
rules, and regulations. The budget allocation for each region is presented in the
Annex 1 of this guidelines. The funds herein shall be valid until December 31, 2027
(except for Personnel Services), in accordance with the provisions of the
aforementioned GAA and its corresponding National Budget Circular (NBC).

2. PRINTING AND REPRODUCTION OF ASSESSMENT MATERIALS
Assessment materials include the Comprehensive Rapid Literacy Assessment (CRLA)
for Grades 1-3, the Philippine Informal Reading Inventory (Phil-IRI) for Key Stages 2
and 3, and the Rapid Mathematics Assessment (RMA) Toolkit for Key Stages 1-3.
These materials comprise manuals, leachey a_.nd lgarncr booklets, test materials, and
score sheets necessary for systematic administration.
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Republic of the Philippines
Bepartment of Education

OFFICE OF THE UNDERSECRETARY FOR LEARNING SYSTEMS

ROs shall further download the funds to their respective SDOs and schools to allow
them to directly manage the printing and distribution of these materials and the
conduct of orientation activities subject to the printing and procurement capacities

of these offices. This approach ensures timely and cost-effective implementation at
the school level.

3. ORIENTATION ACTIVITIES

Orientation sessions shall be conducted for teachers and tutors to ensure that
diagnostic assessments are administered accurately and consistently. These sessions
also guide the proper utilization of supplementary materials, including intervention

resources, and provide support to teachers in effectively addressing learners’
identified gaps.

4. USE OF BALANCES

In the event that amounts remain unutilized or if there are remaining balances, the
resulting balance may be utilized by the ROs, SDOs, or Schools for the expenses
related to the objective of this issuance. “Related expenses” shall refer to those that
contribute to a common particular outcome aligned with the objective of this
issuance. For example, remaining program support funds may be utilized for the
printing and reproduction of supplementary materials that will be used by the
teachers and learners during the intervention sessions. These resources, such as but
not limited to teaching-learning plans and learner worksheets, support the

teachers/tutors in addressing identified learning gaps and accelerate progress for
learners at all performance levels.

5. MONITORING AND REPORTING

To ensure proper monitoring and accountability in the use of program support funds,
each Regional Office (RO) shall designate one Regional Supervisor to consolidate all
reports on the printing and orientation activities conducted for the diagnostic
assessments. The consolidated Accomplishment Report shall be reviewed by the
Curriculum and Learning Management Division (CLMD) Chief or their designate and

subsequently approved by the Regional Director. A template for this report is provided
in Annex 2 of these guidelines.

Upon completion of the activities, the RO shall submit the approved Accomplishment
Report to the Bureau of Learning Delivery (BLD) through email at
bld.tldwdeped.gov.ph, on or before the end of the fiscal year. The Teaching and
Learning Division (TLD) will closely monitor the submission process to ensure timely

and complete reporting, thereby facilitating oversight and compliance with program
objectives and financial accountability.

Copy furnished:

MALCOLM B. GARMA )
Undersecretary for Governance and Operations

1/F Bonifacio Building, DepEd Complex, Meralco Avenue, Pasig City
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